
Educational Goals for Aboriginal Students

The Ministry of Education’s Ontario First Nation, Métis, and Inuit Education Policy Framework has 
identified three educational goals to benefit Aboriginal students: 

1. High level of student achievement
2. Reduce gaps in student achievement
3. High levels of public confidence

The Simcoe Muskoka Catholic District School Board is please to announce its initiative, Making 
Good Tracks – An Aboriginal Education Project, which is funded by the Ministry of Education. This 
project will help us achieve these goals for Aboriginal students in our school communities. 

High Quality Education for Aboriginal Students in Our Schools

Ensuring that First Nations, Métis, and Inuit students receive the highest quality of education is a 
key goal for our Board. One way to help achieve this goal is to create a Voluntary Aboriginal  
Student Self-Identification policy. 

With this policy, we would be able to collect accurate and relevant information so we can plan more 
effective programs for student success, and provide additional supports for Aboriginal students.

Why is Voluntary Self-Identification Important?

• Our elementary and secondary schools will be able to provide a more supportive, safe and  
 inclusive learning environment for all Aboriginal students 
• We will be able to bring meaningful Aboriginal cultural perspectives and activities into our  
 classrooms
• Aboriginal students will have access to programs that focus on their cultures and traditions
• Teachers and students will become more aware of local Aboriginal history, culture,  
 languages and contributions
• New teaching resources will be designed and used to enhance the learning of all Aboriginal  
 students
• We will report to parents and engage the community on Aboriginal students’ achievements
• Staff will have the opportunity to adopt best practices and develop yearly action plans that  
 focus on enhancing the literacy and numeracy skills of our Aboriginal students to ensure  
 their success
• We will be able to work with First Nation(s) to provide support for their students who are  
 moving into publically funded elementary and secondary schools
• We will be able to foster the leadership skills of Aboriginal student 
• Working together with the larger community, we will provide Aboriginal students with  
 events and activities that encourage good role models, promote the value of education and  
 open up job prospects for their future
• We will purchase credible and authentic Aboriginal resources such as books, software,  
 periodicals and other media and learning materials
• We will encourage Aboriginal students, parents and communities to be involved in  
 promoting student success and building strong relationships  
 within our school communities

Here’s a snapshot of what we’ve accomplished from April to November 2008.

Hire staff     
An Aboriginal Education Specialist was hired to work with one of our Superintendent of 
Schools to implement our Aboriginal education project.

Internal Working Group 
This group was established to provide insight on existing educational needs and programs, 
and to share what works well and what can be improved for Aboriginal students attending our 
schools.  

Elders’ Advisory Council  
This group was established to guide and advise the project from an Aboriginal perspective with 
a focus on culture, Aboriginal identity, local history and language.  

Aboriginal Education Advisory Circle (AEAC) 
We met with AEAC (an umbrella group representing several Aboriginal organizations and 
stakeholders) to provide updates and seek their input on our process. We will continue to meet 
with this group throughout the project.

Building Bridges Education Conference  
This conference was attended by more than 100 teachers, librarians and community members as 
a starting point in bringing Aboriginal perspectives into the classroom.

Aboriginal Book Fair  
This event was hosted by Pope John Paul II School in Barrie to  promote Aboriginal resources 
and as a way to celebrate National Aboriginal Day.

Researching Other Boards 
We’ve visited other school boards in Ontario currently implementing this Ministry initiative to 
gather best practices for developing our Voluntary Aboriginal Self-Identification Policy.

Pilot Project Credit Courses 
Native Studies and Native Language credit courses were offered at St. Theresa’s High School in 
Midland as part of a summer pilot project.

Communications and Promotions 
We have developed a wide-range of communications material to help promote Making Good 
Tracks within our board, the Aboriginal community and various stakeholders.

Community Consultation 
We continue to offer community consultation activities, including displays, presentations,  
interviews with AEAC members as we build our community network.

Proposal to Ministry of Education 
This proposal is requesting funds to purchase Aboriginal resources, to hire an Aboriginal  
Counsellor and implement student success strategies.

Our Progress at a Glance
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